ISSUE OF THE MONTH

Hey everyone... I'll be honest with you, | haven't had the
time to think of an issue for this month as I've been
immensely busy with school work and other things...so
yesterday | began to panic about what to write about... Last
night my youth group 'Fuel' had a takeaway evening at Andy
P's house, later on in the evening we all gathered by a large
bonfire in Andy's back yard and sang worship songs -.it was
there that | instantly knew what to write about...

Just recently | have felt so far away from God that | began to
seriously doubt Him being real at all, | stopped going to
Church and had no real enthusiasm to go back. When there
are so many issues going on around you that put a stop to
you believing in God it's really hard to 'get back on track'
isn't it? Also, after accepting the fact that | was a believer of
God for the very first time and considered myself a
Christian, by some people | was regarded as someone who
seemed very confident in their faith and who didn't seem to
struggle at all... when really just like everyone else’s faith
journey mine has its ups and downs. So, over the last few
weeks I've been tempted to quit youth 'stuff' completely, |
haven't wanted to continue my journey, be part of a
Christian fellowship or worship (which is one thing | truly
loved) so | guess you could say | didn't want to be a
Christian any longer. During this time someone wrote to me
saying that the good things we receive from God are like
golden leaves... all we have to do is look for them... and if
we found golden leaves all the time then what was the point
in faith?? If we were happy with God all the time then would
it actually reflect what a true relationship is like?? | guess |
wasn't searching for them and wanting everything in my life
to be perfect and when one thing went wrong | immediately
blamed God. Little did | know that this letter was a golden
leaf. | guess what I'm trying to say is that even when you're
feeling down about God and wanting to give up just wait and
little things will appear... standing round a bonfire singing
'How great is our God?' can re-ignite passion and love for
God.

Little Tip: Knab yourself a 'Christian Boost Buddie'... CBB for
short. If your not sure what one is then here you go...
someone who when you're feeling pants about God you can
talk to and get to pray with you about it... | even have one
myself.

And a final thought: Jeremiah 29:13 — “you will seek me
and find me when you seek me with all your heart”.
Seek for a golden leaf and you'll find one.

Til next time... Chels W xx

Medieval English
Christmas recipe slot
(a.k.a marzipan goes

on a date)

You need:

1) Selection of dates
(fresh ones are best but
otherwise the pre-
packed ones will do)
2) Ground almond
powder
3) An egg

First de-stone the
dates. Then, crack the
egg into a mixing bowl,
and mix in the almond
powder until you have a
good stiff bright yellow
paste. That's marzipan
that you've just made:

well done.

Then just press a bead
of your home-made
marzipan into the cavity
in the date where the
stone used to be. That's
it!

Dates were a delicacy
in medieval times and
could only be afforded
by the wealthy — and so
why not put the credit
crunch behind you, and
enjoy them now?

presents...

To submit items, or ask for
Youth News to bw e-
mailed to you each month,
please e-mail

The shelters at
Fineshade Wood ,
where (Stuntman)
Dan Fall and some

Deep and Friday

Night Live (St Mary's

Rushden) people

slept recently

A Night in the Woods

On a very cold Friday night in
October some very brave (or
very stupid) people from Deep
and Friday Night Live spent the
night in Fineshade Woods. Of
course we had stuntman Dan
to look after us and cosy
wooden shelters to keep out
the cold, but it’s still very dark,
and very quiet in the woods.
No one can hear you
scream..... which is probably a
good thing because most of
the group sang two lines from
an Akon song at the top of their
voices, for the ENTIRE
duration of our 3 mile long
night walk.

Considering the fact that Friday
Night Live are specialists at
sneaking up on leaders and
making them jump (taught by
the best - Stuntman Dan) and it
was so dark you couldn’t see
anything without a torch, the
loud singing and good
company meant that even
scaredy cat Rosie wasn'’t
frightened.

It was a great night but we all
agreed that next time we sleep
outside we might wait till it's a
little bit warmer!

The Highs: toasting
marshmallows, mini-rave in
Rosie’s Clio, stuntman Dan

The Lows: Stuart’s and Dan’s
shoring.

Casualties and fallen heroes:
two torches and a woolly hat.




Auntie Agnes’s Advice

Question: One of my friends was telling me
recently that someone who goes to our
church has recently been getting very
drunk. My friend claimed that he was
sharing this as a prayer need, but it
sounded just like an excuse for a bit of
juicy gossip if you ask me. What do you
think?

Answer: It could be just an excuse for gossip, although
it's important that people are there to prayer for people
are in need, and information about what to pray for does
need circulating somehow. As with many things, it's
always handy to ask WHAT WOULD JESUS DO about
this? Would He gossip, or hold His tongue? A few
relevant Bible verses to help us work out what Jesus
might do are below, given that we're not born
automatically knowing exactly how Jesus would behave:

Genesis 1: 26 — “let us make man in our own image” —
so if we're gossiping about or criticizing someone, it's
someone who'’s been made with a likeness of God in
them who is our target

1 Corinthians 6: 19 — your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit — and the tongue is part of the body, and so
should be used under the control of the Holy Spirit
James 3: 5 compares the tongue to a forest fire, which.
once started off, can’t be tamed — but can cause
massive damage.

Matthew 7: 12: So in everything, do to others what you
would have them do to you, for this sums up the law
and the prophets (known as the ‘golden rule’) — so if
we’d like people to be nice for us, we ought to be nice
to them.

Mark 12: 31: Love your neighbour as yourself (where
neighbour = other people in general) — if we actually
do love other people, we wouldn’t want them to be
harmed by untrue or unhelpful things being said about
them. In reality, it's sometimes necessary to be critical
of people (whether Hitler, or people closer to home) —
but if we do criticize someone, would we be prepared
to make the criticism to their face, rather than only
behind their back?

WHAT HAPPENED IN
NOVEMBER?

Holly Ann Shaw was
born to Michelle and
Matthew.
Congratulations to you
all!

WHAT'S HAPPENING
IN DECEMBER?

The Passion & Glory

will take place at 7pm
on Sunday 7"
December, at Rushden
Mission Church from 6
to 9pm (please note the
bonus hour).

PEEPING INTO 20089...

The first Passion &
Glory of 2009 will be at
7pm on Sunday 4"
January , at Rushden
Mission Church.

The next DEN music
event at Park Road
Baptist Church Hall will
be on Friday 30 ™
January . More info
later.

WHAT A WEIRD & WONDERFUL WORLD!

Unusual pregnancy of the month

A man in South Africa wrote a letter to officials asking “Will you please send
someone to mend the garden path? My wife tripped and fell on it yesterday and
now she is pregnant”. [Note: all females should avoid walking around the Church
Hall Road area in Rushden until further notice... there are some uneven paving
slabs]

Unexpected pond-dipper of the month

Mathew Findlay-Line (Passion & Glory DJ) recently had the misfortunate to fall, in
total darkness, into the Youth News editor's pond, during a Fuel youth group visit to
his residence. The event had been risk assessed by the youth leader - and it was
decided that it was definitely risky enough to be worth doing.

Ban of the month

A swimming pool in Prudhoe, Northumberland has recently banned floats because
“it's simply a hygiene issue”. They seem to have overlooked the fact that it's
actually also a potential drowning issue. What will it be next? Perhaps there is a risk
of getting tangled up in a bungee rope when jumping off a very high bridge... from
now on all bungee jumps must be rope-free?!

The God bit: Lizzie Usher writes about unity...

God calls us to be united and help each other. This means that we are stronger as we
can rely on other people’s strengths to eliminate our weaknesses, but you must also help
other people in need. A lovely analogy is the picture of the big protective shield that the
Romans made by combining their shields. This protected not only them better but also
the rest of the group. But if one person did not contribute, the whole army would suffer.
Another way of looking at this is that of a body. This is in the Bible — 2 Corinthians 12-31.
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you have a part within it.” Read 2
Corinthians — are you being a true member of the body of Christ by helping and
supporting other people?




