ISSUE OF THE MONTH,

from Chelsea Wade

Heaven Rejoices

| know that you have waited
So, so faithfully

| know that it's been painful
But | want you to know

You are so pure, so precious, so lovely
You have been crowned with immeasurable beauty
Heaven rejoices the moment you rise each day

So | sing over you

A song of joy

Let the sun shine on your face
I bring new life

And heal your wounds

Do you know | love you?
Do you know | love you?

| know that it may seem like
This storm will never cease
But know that | Am

Trust my sovereignty

| know my ways are hard to understand
But my plan is greater

Than you can imagine

Through all the darkness

I've never left your side

Do you know | love you?
Do you know | love you?

There is strength for today
And bright hope for tomorrow.

A cracking song from a truly inspirational worship leader
Lex Buckley ... Not only is it a beautiful song, it allows us
to get a grip with how God actually really feels about us...
most worship songs are us praising God but | think that
this gives us an opportunity to hear what God has to say
about us... he loves us... all of us... regardless. So when
you feel as though God doesn't love you, read or listen to
this song and know that you are precious... when you feel
like following him is hard do the same thing and realise
that yeah, it is hard, but the big guy has a much greater
plan and has it all under control. I'm not gonna say
anymore as | think the song speaks for itself. :)

Chels (a member of the FUEL youth group)

GALLERY

Santa was so excited
during the Whitefriars
FUEL Youth Group
Christmas Sleepover
that his beard leapt off...

Whitefriars’ FRUIT Youth
Group doing some
biscuit decorating

PSALM OF THE MONTH

Which Psalm does this
come from?

“The LORD will fulfill his
purpose for me; your love,
O LORD, endures forever—
do not abandon the works
of your hands.”

Answer next momnth. In the
meantime, feel free to tell
the Youth News Editor (e-
mail address inside) if you

know the answer — although
the only prize is knowing a
bit more about the Psalms.

presents...

(This is also on the Youth News page at www.racy.org.uk,
where it's in colour)

Members of
Whitefriars’ Fuel
youth group,
posing like a
rock band
during a recent
visit to the
Youth News
Editor's house.

Introducing ....
STEVE THE JUGGLER

Hi. My name is Steve and | am a
Full Time Professional Juggler.
Part of my work involves getting
alongside Churches, Schools and
Youth groups to teach people
God’s Word through the art of
Juggling & Circus Skills. This is a
very powerful, unique and fun way
to capture the attention of
audiences of all ages! | also run
Workshops teaching a variety of
skills such as Juggling (balls,
clubs, rings etc), Speed Stacking,
Diabolo, Devilstick, Spinning
Plates and even... toothbrush
twirling!

Last week | attended the PUSH
(Pray Until Something Happens)
Youth Group at Park Road Baptist
Church where | got the chance to
play some basketball before
introducing everyone to an activity
called Beach Flingo. It was meant
to be a 10min slot, but everyone
was having so much fun that it
lasted over half an hour! | even
got to meet Mr YouTube himself -
Stunt Man Dan! | look forward to
returning on more occasions to
teach other Circus Skills.

| have recently moved down from
Scotland to Rushden, and hope
that | will get the chance to
perform and run workshops in my
new neighbourhood! So if you are
tempted to try toothbrush twirling,
fascinated at finding out about
flingo, or determined to dabble in
doing diabolo then | would love to
hear from you. My website is
www.jugglingworld.biz or you can
e-mail steve@jugglingworld.biz -
see you soon!




Auntie Agnes’s Advice

Question : I'm confused. My Mum & Dad are

always telling me that, when | have a job, |

should save up my money before | buy

something, instead of taking out a loan; and

people at church are running courses to help

people avoid getting into debt. But at the

same time, the Prime Minister seems to be

saying that people need to get into more

debt to help the economy. What's going on? Have | lost the
plot, or has Gordon Brown?

Answer: One answer is that the plot has got a bit
complicated. It's clear to some people that encouraging
people to take on more debts is a bad idea. The
Archbishop of Canterbury recently described it as being
‘like the addict returning to the drug’. That comes from
the Christian beliefs that:

we should help people who are needy and
vulnerable, not make life harder for them; and
spending money on things that we don’t need
isn’t the best way to become happy.

On the other hand, the Government takes the view that
the best way of helping people is to keep the economy
going, and that this is done best if people keep spending
money. This way of doing things has been used before,
such as back in the USA in the 1930s. But not all
politicians or economists think that spending more is the
best thing to do when there’s a recession, and it's
definitely quite risky. But then so are other possible
approaches, such as drastically cutting spending on
public services. Christian ways of responding to all this
include:

Encouraging and praying for people who lose
their job, or are finding things difficult

Praying for wisdom that the politicians will make
the right decisions; and

Showing to our family and friends by how we live
that money isn’t the most important thing in life.

LOOKING AHEAD...

The next Passion &
Glory will be at 7pm on
Sunday 1% February at

Rushden Mission
Church.

Please pray for the
RACY Annual General
Meeting , at Rushden
Mission Church at 8pm
on Monday 2™
February.

March’s Passion &
Glory will be from 7 to
9pm on Sunday 1, at

Rushden Mission
Church as usual.

Auntie Agnes to
go nationwide!

In what sense...?
Literally?
Why?
When?

Answers in a
future issue of
Youth News

To submit items to
Youth News, or ask for
it to be e-mailed to you
each month, please e-

mail

youthnews@whitefriars
church.org,uk

WHAT A WEIRD & WONDERFUL WORLD!

Silly sign location of the month  : East Midlands
Trains at St Pancras Station has chosen to put the
message “Platform gates close 60 seconds before
departure” on the two gates themselves, with part
on one and part on the other — meaning that you

can't actually read the message until it's too late.

Sandwich of the month: Chad’s Mum has reported
that 1,000 cooks in Iran recently made a very long
sandwich containing over one tonne of ostrich meat. It
was thought to be about 1,500 metres long, but some
very keen onlookers started eating it before it could be
measured properly

The God bit : by (stunt man) Dan Fall

Where’s God when it goes wrong?

We've all been there, things aren’t going how we planned, everything’s falling down around us and
there doesn’t seem to be a way out.....

It's no surprise that things don't always go according to plan; | wonder how many of you
have kept your new years resolution? I'm sure most of us have slipped up somewhere; | managed to
keep mine for a grand total of zero days! We can make plans for things, hope for something, with the
best intentions but sometimes it just doesn’t work out, our plans fail, things go wrong. It can feel as if
everyone has abandoned you, even God!

| must say right from the start, God never abandons you! He promises to be with you
always. There’s a great poem called ‘footprints’ that talks about this, if you haven't read it check it out.
Ok so God never abandons me, why do things still go wrong? Think about Peter for a minute. He's
been following this guy called Jesus around Nazareth for the best part of 3 years, listening to his
teachings, seeing his miracles and believing him to be the true son of God, the Messiah and his very
best friend. Then he gets arrested, tried, and executed on a cross. Imagine how he must have felt, all
his hopes and dreams smashed, and even if he was alive, he’d denied he even knew the guy, it
wouldn't be the same.

Why do things go wrong? Because no one is perfect and somewhere along the line
someone makes a mistake. We can get ourselves into all sorts of situations; sometimes those
situations aren’t so good. Maybe you where on the computer when you should have been doing
homework, now you're in front of the teacher trying to explain why you haven't done it and the ‘printer
ran out of ink’ excuse isn’t quite cutting it. Maybe you've said something about someone that wasn't
very helpful, and now it's come back to bite you. Maybe your in a situation where it feels no-one can
help you and you can't talk to anyone about it. Peter must have felt like God had abandoned him, like
there was no hope, but three days later Jesus came back to life, he forgave Peter, things started
getting better. It can seem sometimes like there is no hope, but God works for good in ALL situations.
You are not alone in your situation, talk to someone, or ask for help. Remember God is with you, trust
in his plan and he will guide you through the hard times.

P.s. Well done if you have kept your resolution. :D



