CHELSEA'S ISSUE OF THE MONTH.... APPLES

This month, Chelsea shows how such an everyday thing as eating an apple
can make us think about God...

Hey guys! Hope you've all enjoyed the luscious weather we've been having
lately and not got too sunburnt

This is gonna sound strange, but this issue’s article is
about apples. Now, | LOVE apples — but only when they're
juicy, crunchy and make that great apple-biting sound on
the first bite. And, in my opinion, there’s nothing worse
than a fluffy apple.

| was praying for someone the other day and | got an image of an apple and
felt God telling me to talk about apples. Strange, | know. And as | was racking
my brains for something to write about, all | could think of was apples. So here
goes...

God is like an apple

1) The first taste of a great apple you wanna keep on eating right? Well, | think
that's the same with God — the first taste of Him, and you wanna know more,
feel more and have more. (Psalm 34: 8 is very relevant here, by the way —
Editor)

2) Sometimes we get bad apples! Yep, fluffy apples guys — they're rank. Or
even when there’s a massive bruise that just puts you off. This relates to our
bad times: maybe we’re bruised with hurt, our past/worries; or just going
through a really bad/down time — the fluffy stage of life where everything just
seems to be going awful.

Also, sometimes our relationship with God can get bruised too — it's not always
perfect. But if you give up your bad apples to God, all He wants to do is make
them good again. Get rid of bruises, tough skin and broken insides??.
Because if you don't know, we're at the core of God’s heart and He’s the core
of us that holds us together,
Us and God = the shiniest, tastiest, perfectly round apple.

Ciao for now, Wadey baby.

This is also available on the Youth News page at www.racy.org.uk, where
it’s in colour.

To submit items to Youth News, or ask for it to be e-mailed to you each
month, e-mail
youthnews@whitefriarschurch.org,uk or ring 01933 316927.

presents...

Issue 145: July & August 2009

GALLERY

A few members of the Whitefriars
Church Tuesday Night Group at
Fermyn Woods — on a Saturday

night, actually

Young people get out of P.E!
(because they were helping people)

Last week we went to Stanwick to help a
lady do up a bit of her garden. We made a
rockery close to the house. She couldn’t
manage to do it herself so we went along
to help. An added bonus was we got to
miss our P.E. lesson.

We managed to get the whole job done in
two hours (well nearly cos Rosie hadn't
bought quite enough gravel).

The lady really appreciated what we had
done and said THANK YOU. That was the
most important thing.

So who are Groundbreakers 2 — well our
gardening group is just part of the bigger
project but we meet every Tuesday after
school at Rushden Community College to
work on the garden next to the staff room.
This was the first time we had taken our
gardening skills outside of the college.

If our before, during and after shots inspire
you to get out there and do some
gardening why not come along to the club
at RCC, talk to someone about setting one
up at your own school or see if you can
volunteer with a group in the community?
The great and wonderful Jack Sheppard
and Jake Elder.
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Durina



: ; - LOOKING
Auntie Agnes'’s Advice AHEAD. WHAT A WEIRD & WONDERFUL WORLD!
You may well have

Question : I'm feeling very guilty and
uncaring at the moment. That's

because, whilst lots of my friends are

really gutted about Michael Jackson

dying suddenly the other day, I'm not

that bothered, if I'm honest. OK, he

was a good singer, and he was quite

young, but I think it's going a bit far to
compare him with Beethoven and Mozart, as
someone did on the radio.

Answer: I'm sure that you're not alone in thinking
this. Whilst some people are particularly caring, and
feel quite affected when someone they know — even
if not personally — dies, many of us aren't like that.
Some of the things that have happened since
Michael's death do seem to have been a bit over the
top, and suggest that people were almost
worshipping him — such as the Radio Northampton
newsreader who described Michael's death as ‘the
awful news’, not many days after the death of over
200 people in a plane crash in the Atlantic Ocean
had been referred to simply as ... news. It seems
right to avoid celebrity worship, and although the
Bible calls us to "mourn with those who mourn”
(Romans chapter 12), it's probably better to put
most of our efforts into mourning alongside people
we know personally who have lost a family member
or friend. But that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t
give thanks to God for
Michael Jackson'’s
gifts, and pray for
everyone who does
feel bereaved
because he has died.
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on Sunday 5" July,

and so it’s too late

to mention that in
advance.

There will be no
Passion & Glory in
August. The next
one will beat 7pm

on Sunday 6

September .

In the meantime, why
not come to the Big
Lunch on Fosse
Green (near John
Clark Way) from 12
noon to 3pm on
Sunday 19 ™ July ?
There will be games
and activities for all
ages. Everyone is
welcome.

Bring a picnic (or
some food to share!).
FREE BBQ.
Phone 316927 for
more information

There's also a
Love Your Park
community fun day
at the Trafford Road
Park from 12 noon to
3pm on Sunday 26 "
July . St Mary's
Church will be running
the games, and all are
welcome.

Obvious statement of the
month:

“They won'’t now be happening” —
a Radio Northampton reporter
talking on the morning after
Michael Jackson’s death, about
the Michael Jackson concerts
that had been planned for the O2
arena in London

Unnecessary paperwork of
the month
— a church committee recently
asked for a sketch to be drawn,
and sent to it, of a particular object
that a church wanted to include in
a reorganisation of things inside
its building. That probably sounds
sensible until you are told that the
object was a sheet of clear
glass... Does the (non-) picture
below look OK...?

Well-meant cost cutting
effort of the month:

The first thing that Mark Neadley
of Humberside did when he
received a gas bill for about

£85,000,000,000 (£85 billion)
was to turn his central heating
down a bit.... It turned out,
however, that he hadn’t been
using loads of gas — but that
someone had wrongly included
his account number as the
amount to be paid...

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The police community panel for the East Northants South area
met recently to discuss police priorities over the next few weeks.
And the people who were there, agreed that one of the three

priorities should be: stopping young people gathering in
inappropriate places . There’s no reason to think that this is
actually against the law, and so are you happy with this being a
priority? Or could they just as easily focus on elderly folk gathering
to chat at inappropriate places in the High Street? Why not contact
the Youth News Editor (01933 316927) to give your views. Or go
along to the next panel meeting at 7pm on Thursday 20™ August
at the Rushden Splash Pool?




