WHAT A WEIRD & WONDERFUL WORLD!

Hamster of the month:

A young boy out on his bike
in Buckinghamshire was
shocked to see a hamster
whiz past him in an exercise
ball. Six-year old Alexander
Wallis-Banbury managed to
catch up with the rodent and
took it home. It's thought
that the animal could have
come from the next village,
three miles away
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Top, L to R: Rosie Cheetham (with school friends, St,Mary’s youth
worker), Vince Groome (RACY Chair, 01933 312740) Chloe Cottrell
(Mission youth worker).

Bottom, L to R: Chad (Whitefriars youth worker), Andy P (Editor, 01933
316927), Michelle Shaw (Park Road Baptist youth worker)

To submit items for Youth News , or ask for it to be e-mailed to
you each month, please e-mail
youthnews@whitefriarschurch.org,uk
The aubergine is still here, as you can't see.....
That's because it perfectly matches the

background colour this month.

GALLERY

Only the wildebeest
didn’t actually turn up
for the clean-up.

presents...

CLEANING UP THE COMMUNITY
“Can | have a skip in the road outside my house?”
“Yes, feel free: no one’s stopping you” — was one
of the late Tommy Cooper’s favourite jokes.
Similarly, Raunds Skips, isn't a declaration that all
the residents of a local town are adept at jumping
over a passing rope. Instead, it's a company that
provides big containers for holding rubbish. One
such big container (from Coging Skips, actually)
appeared outside the shops in Blackfriars,
Rushden, on the morning of Saturday 16
February. It was there for the community clean-up
that Whitefriars Church was holding — in
conjunction with RACY - as part of its
Groundbreakers community project.

During the morning, a large amount of rubbish was
willingly provided by people living nearby, saving
them from having to get rid of it in any other way.
Items going into the skip included: a 40 miles per
hour sign; a bird cage; a manky carpet from the
Youth News Editor’s garden; a wildebeest, a toilet
and a photographer from the Evening Telegraph
(well, not a wildebeest actually: that was to see if
you were paying attention: but the ET
photographer really did go inside the skip for a
moment, when taking photos). Thanks to everyone
who took part. Although it wasn't exactly a huge
crowd, don’t worry if you weren't there, as there
are likely to be other clean-up opportunities for
people to take part in over the next few months.

WOODLAND OF THE

MONTH

Although  Great  Hayes
Wood seems as if it's miles
from anywhere, it's actually
less than two miles from
such hotspots of activity as
Rushden High Street, by the
Forty Foot Lane near
Souldrop. A couple of
Whitefriars  cell  groups
recenty had a very
enjoyable (but very, very
muddy) visit to the edge of
the wood one Sunday
afternoon. One  picture
below shows the victorious
boys’ bridge-building team
and the other is a more
random picture of people
standing around near some
unusually fluorescent-
looking tree branches.




Auntie Agnes’s Advice

Question : Was the earthquake that
suddenly happened near Lincoln the
other day God punishing people for

something?

Answer: that's an interesting

question, and one which people

were probably asking soon after it

happened. Several Facebook

groups about the earthquake

sprung into existence within minutes of the
earthquake happening, and (as well as Adam
Britchford saying that he was on the toilet when it
happened) it wasn’t long before someone
suggested on one of them that it might be God'’s
judgment and quoted "And | beheld when he had
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;"
Rev. 6:12. Whether he was being serious or
flippant, my advice is that the earthquake is very
unlikely to have been a direct punishment from

God.
But earthquakes and other natural

disasters are reminders that God'’s
world is no longer perfect (see
Romans 8:22 about the whole of
creation groaning) and innocent
people often suffer as a result. So
if sin didn’t exist, neither would
earthquakes, probably. And prices
of things in shops would be lower
as there would be no shoplifting
losses for us all to pay for; and
less money would need spending
on things like the police and the
armed forces etc: the list of the
indirect effects of sin is very long.

Happening in March
(and a bit of April)...

Sunday 2 ™ March
Passion & Glory youth
worship event: 7 to 9pm.

Saturday 8" March,
9.30am onwards at
Whitefriars Junior School;
Walk Thru the Old
Testament. Details from
Lizzie or Gill Usher (01933
418373)

Good Friday, 2st March:
Open air March of Witness
from Rushden Salvation
Army at 10.30am. Also
United Service at 7.30pm
at St Peter’'s Roman
Catholic Church, Higham
Road

Looking into April...
Sunday 6 ™ April
Passion & Glory youth
worship event from 7 to
9pm. Leaders of any youth
groups that are thinking of
coming and haven't been
before are encouraged to
contact Michelle Shaw at
michelle@parkroadbaptist.
co.uk or on 07946 03034.
Have you visited

the RACY
website recently?

It's at
www.racy.org.uk.

THINKING BACK TO MOTHERS' DAY (2 " March)

Mum

So many loving wishes
Are being sent your way,
For you, my lovely Mum
Today on Mothers’ Day

You are not just my Mum
You are my best friend too,
Where | would be Mum

If | didn’t have you

You help me in so many ways
You have such a heart of gold,
Always there with a smile or a hug
Your the best this world can hold

Thank you for everything Mum

| love you so much in so many ways
May your Mothers’ Day be as wonderful
As you are to me every day.

"Happy Mothers’ Day Mum*

E-mail address blunder of the month  : someone accidentally changed Chad's e-
mail address from Manning Street Preacher to Manning Street Creature when
trying to e-mail him a form for the clean-up day. Perhaps he was being
perceptive?

Burning trousers of the month:  Polish police are baffled after a cyclist was
badly burned when his trousers burst into flames. Mieczyslaw Jasinski, 55, told
doctors he smelt burning and looked down to see his trousers had caught fire. He
jumped off his bike and rolled on the ground trying to douse the flames but
suffered second degree burns to his legs, back and stomach. Passers-by spotted
him lying at the side of the road in Koroszczyn, still smoking from the tattered
remains of his trousers and groaning in pain. A police spokesman said:
"Witnesses said he was like a flaming human torch cycling along the road."We do
not know how it happened but we have heard that it could have been caused by a
reaction between friction as he cycled, sweat and the material of his trousers."




